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THE CHAIRMAN

THE NEW SAINTS V ASTANA



ONCE AGAIN, IT'S ANOTHER BIG 
EUROPEAN OCCASION, AND AFTER 
FALLING TO A NARROW 2-1 DEFEAT 
AGAINST SHAMROCK ROVERS 
IN OUR LAST UEFA CONFERENCE 
LEAGUE FIXTURE, POINTS FROM 
THIS ONE WOULD BE VERY 
WELCOME INDEED..."

MIKE HARRIS
Good evening and on behalf of everyone at The New Saints FC, 

welcome back to The New Meadow in Shrewsbury for our latest 
fixture in the UEFA Conference League.

Tonight, we play host to Swedish side Djurgården, and I’m sure you'll join me 
in extending a very warm welcome to everyone connected with our visitors. 
They're expected to be backed by a large contingent of travelling supporters, 
so we hope they enjoy their visit to Shropshire.

Once again, it's another big European occasion, and after falling to a narrow 2-1 
defeat against Shamrock Rovers in our last UEFA Conference League fixture, 
points from this one would be very welcome indeed.

We’re certainly under no illusions, however. We know how tough tonight's 
challenge will be, but following our dramatic comeback against Penybont last 
weekend, the squad should be full of confidence.

Trailing 2-0 at the interval, we were left with plenty of work to do, but second- 
half goals from Josh Pask, Danny Davies and Danny Redmond completed a 
superb turnaround.

The win means we're now just one point off the top in the JD Cymru Premier, 
and we still have a game in hand, so things are looking good on that front at 
the moment.

Last weekend, our women's side were also in action, and they continued their 
impressive start to the season with a hard-fought 1-0 victory against Wrexham.

That's now four wins in a row in all competitions for Shauna Duffy's side, and 
they sit just two points off the top in the Genera Adran Premier.

It's a testament to all of the hard work that's been put in over recent months, 
and I'll certainly be watching their progress throughout the remainder of the 
campaign with vested interest.

Back to tonight's game now, and with another big crowd expected, I'd like to 
thank you once again for all of your fantastic support so far this season.

We were backed by a vocal crowd of 2,202 for last month's 2-0 victory against 
Astana, and you'll certainly have a big part to play in helping us get over the 
line tonight.

Enjoy the game...

Mike
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CRAIG HARRISON
It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all along to The New Meadow 

for our latest UEFA Conference League League Phase encounter as we 

take on Djurgården.

This will be another special occasion for the club, one that we face with plenty 
of relish and determination.

We go into the game on the back of a 3-2 victory over Penybont on Saturday. 
It was all about getting a reaction to our previous performance, which I was 
extremely critical of, and we were able to do that.

I asked questions of everyone, myself included, and as a group we reacted in 
the right way.

Our best spell of the game actually came in the first half-an-hour. We started 
brightly and created some good early opportunities.

We had pressure on them but then conceded two goals in quick succession 
against the run of play to go in at the break 2-0 down.

There was no ranting and raving during the half-time interval, in fact, I told the 
lads to keep doing what they were doing.

In the end, we managed to turn the scoreline around and win the game. 
Penybont are a very good side but we had them pinned back in their third for 
long periods and for me it was all about the performance and our reaction to 
the last game.

There was a real togetherness about us. We've set our standards now in terms 
of intensity, togetherness and the way we looked after each other.

We're all in this together and there was a really special feeling after the game, 
something that we are looking to take into this evening's encounter.

This is another opportunity for us to try and pick up a positive result in this 
competition. It's going to be a real challenge, there is no doubt about that, 
but we have done our due-diligence; we've watched them live on numerous 
occasions and prepared thoroughly, as we always do.

It's a great way to go into this game off the back of Saturday and we are 
looking forward to another memorable night under the lights here this evening.

Thank you for your support tonight. We need you right behind us from the first 
whistle to the last.

Finally, I would like to welcome everyone connected with our opponents before 
wishing them a safe journey home afterwards.

Enjoy the game...

Craig

THE NEW SAINTS V DJURGÅRDEN

THERE WAS A REAL TOGETHERNESS 
ABOUT US. WE'VE SET OUR STANDARDS 
NOW IN TERMS OF INTENSITY, 
TOGETHERNESS AND THE WAY WE 
LOOKED AFTER EACH OTHER..."



THE SKIPPER

IT WAS NICE TO SEE THE 
NUMBERS HERE FOR OUR LAST 
GAME AT THE NEW MEADOW AND 
TO SEE EVERYONE CELEBRATING 
WHEN THE GOALS WENT IN WAS 
TRULY BRILLIANT..."

DANNY REDMOND
To lead the team out for any game is 

an absolute privilege and honour, but 
to do it on these big European nights is 

extra special and something that I am 
extremely grateful for and proud to do.

We prepare for another tough game this 
evening, they all are in Europe, especially 
when you reach this stage of the 
competition.

We need to be on top of our game at all 
times if we are to give ourselves any chance 
of getting a positive result.

We've have a few group games under our 
belt now, so we know the standards that 
we have to reach and we'll be taking the 
positives and negatives from each game so 
that we are able to turn good performances 
into results and points on the board.

Our last home against Astana was brilliant. 
The lads were excellent and we were able 
to take advantage of the chances that came 
our way to get up-and-running with our first 
three points.

The victory was a great step forward for the 
club and it was fantastic to be part of it.

It meant that we took plenty of confidence 
and belief into our next group game at 
Shamrock Rovers. We started well enough 
on that occasion and took the lead thanks to 
a goal from Jordan Williams.

In the end we disappointingly lost 2-1 against 
strong opponents, but in general I felt that 
we stuck together well and worked very 
hard. We were maybe a bit unlucky not to 
nick an equaliser towards the end.

We're looking forward to the challenges that 
lie ahead for us, starting tonight, against 
some strong European outfits. Each of the 
remaining games will provide us with a 
different test and it's going to be a great 
experience for the team.

Throughout it all, the backing from the fans 
is going to be massive. It was nice to see the 
numbers here for our last game at The New 
Meadow and to see everyone celebrating 
when the goals went in was truly brilliant.

Hopefully we can experience more moments 
like this during the 90 minutes that lie ahead 
tonight.

The mood in the camp is always positive 
going into these games; everyone is excited 
and can't wait for kick-off. To get here has 
taken many months of hard work and 
determination, so we want to be able to 
enjoy and savour these occasions together 
as a team and with the fans.

Thank you for your support this evening, 
enjoy the game...

Danny
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conference
LEAGUE

mATCHDAY 1
Wednesday 2 October 2024
istanbul Basaksehir FK 1 SK Rapid 2
Vitoria SC 3 NK Celje 1

Thursday 3 October 2024
Molde FK 3 Larne
Legia Warszawa 1 Real Betis
1. FC Heidenheim 1846 2 NK Olimpija Ljubljana 1
Omonoia 4 Vikingur Reykjavik
Astana 1 FK TSC
Cercle Brugge KSV 6 St. Gallen 1879 2
Dinamo-Minsk 1 Heart of Midlothian 2
Noah 2 FK Mladá Boleslav
Chelsea 4 KAA Gent 2
FC Copenhagen 1 Jagiellonia Biafystok 2
ACF Fiorentina 2 The New Saints
LASK 2 Djurgården 2
Shamrock Rovers 1 APOEL 1
Lugano 3 HJK Helsinki
Petrocub 1 Pafos 4
FK Borac 1 Panathinaikos 1

mATCHDAY 2
Thursday 24 October 2024
Vikingur Reykjavik 3 Cercle Brugge KSV 1
KAA Gent 2 Molde FK 1
Djurgården 1 Vitoria SC 2
APOEL 0 FK Borac 1
SK Rapid 1 Noah
Heart of Midlothian 2 Omonoia
St. Gallen 1879 2 ACF Fiorentina 4
Panathinaikos 1 Chelsea 4
Jagiellonia Biafystok 2 Petrocub
NK Celje 5 istanbul Basaksehir FK 1
Larne 1 Shamrock Rovers 4
Real Betis 1 FC Copenhagen 1
HJK Helsinki 1 FC Dinamo-Minsk
NK Olimpija Ljubljana 2 LASK
The New Saints 2 Astana
FK Mladá Boleslav Lugano 1
FK TSC Legia Warszawa 3
Pafos FC 1. FC Heidenheim 1846 1

mATCHDAY 3
Thursday 7 November 2024
Vikingur Reykjavik 2 FK Borac
KAA Gent 1 Omonoia FC
Legia Warszawa 4 FC Dinamo-Minsk
HJK Helsinki 0 NK Olimpija Ljubljana 2
Shamrock Rovers 2 The New Saints 1
Petrocub SK Rapid 3
FK TSC 4 FC Lugano 1
Pafos 1 FC Astana 0
Chelsea FC Noah 0
FC Copenhagen 2 istanbul Basaksehir FK 2
LASK 0 Cercle Brugge KSV 0
Real Betis 2 NK Celje 1
Djurgården 2 Panathinaikos 1
APOEL 2 ACF Fiorentina 1
Vitoria SC 2 FK Mladá Boleslav 1
Heart of Midlothian 1. FC Heidenheim 1846 2
Jagiellonia Bialystok 3 Molde FK 0
Larne 1 St. Gallen 1879 2

mATCHDAY 4
Wednesday 27 November 2024 
istanbul Basaksehir FK v FC Petrocub

Thursday 28 November 2024
Astana v Vitoria SC
Molde FK v APOEL
1. FC Heidenheim 1846 v Chelsea
Cercle Brugge KSV v Heart of Midlothian 
The New Saints v Djurgården 
St. Gallen 1879 v FK TSC 
Panathinaikos v HJK Helsinki 
FK Borac v LASK
NK Celje v Jagiellonia Bialystok 
Dinamo-Minsk v FC Copenhagen 
Noah v Vikingur Reykjavik 
ACF Fiorentina v Pafos 
SK Rapid v Shamrock Rovers 
Omonoia v Legia Warszawa 
NK Olimpija Ljubljana v Larne 
Lugano v KAA Gent 
FK Mladá Boleslav v Real Betis



2024/25
mATCHDAY 5
Thursday 12 December 2024
Vikingur Reykjavik v Djurgården
Astana v Chelsea
FC Copenhagen v Heart of Midlothian
ACF Fiorentina v LASK
Istanbul Basaksehir FK v 1. FC Heidenheim 1846
Legia Warszawa v Lugano
HJK Helsinki v Molde FK
NK Olimpija Ljubljana v Cercle Brugge KSV
Petrocub v Real Betis
Dinamo-Minsk v Larne
Noah v APOEL
KAA Gent v FK TSC
Omonoia Nicosia v SK Rapid
Shamrock Rovers v FK Borac
The New Saints v Panathinaikos FC
FK Mladá Boleslav v Jagiellonia Bialystok
St. Gallen 1879 v Vitoria SC
Pafos v NK Celje

mATCHDAY 6
Thursday 19 December 2024
Chelsea v Shamrock Rovers
LASK v Vikingur Reykjavik
Real Betis v HJK Helsinki
Molde FK v FK Mladá Boleslav
1. FC Heidenheim 1846 v St. Gallen 1879
Djurgården v Legia Warszawa
APOEL v Astana
SK Rapid v FC Copenhagen
Vitoria SC v ACF Fiorentina
Cercle Brugge KSV v Istanbul Basaksehir FK
Lugano v Pafos
Heart of Midlothian v Petrocub 
Panathinaikos v Dinamo-Minsk
FK TSC v Noah
FK Borac v Omonoia Nicosia
Jagiellonia Biatystok v NK Olimpija Ljubljana 
NK Celje v The New Saints
Larne v KAA Gent

Top 8 = Round of 16; 9-24 = Knockout Phase Play-Off Places; 25-36 = Eliminated

P W D L F A GD Pts

1 Chelsea 3 3 0 0 16 3 13 9
2 Legia Warsaw 3 3 0 0 8 0 8 9
3 Jagiellonia Bialystok 3 3 0 0 7 1 6. 9
4 Rapid Vienna 3 3 0 0 6 1 5 9
5 Vitoria Guimaraes 3 3 0 0 7 3 4 9
6 1. FC Heidenheim 3 3 0 0 5 1 4 9
7 Shamrock Rovers 3 2 1 0 7 3 4 7
8 ACF Fiorentina 3 2 0 1 7 4 3 6
9 Pafos 3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6
10 Olimpija 3 2 0 1 5 2 3 6
11 Lugano 3 2 0 1 5 4 1 6
12 Heartof Midlothian 3 2 0 1 4 3 1 6
13 KAA Gent 3 2 0 1 5 5 0 6
14 Vikingur Reykjavik 3 2 0 1 5 5 0 6
15 Cercle Brugge 3 1 1 1 7 5 2 4
16 Djurgården 3 1 1 1 5 5 0 4
17 APOEL 3 1 1 1 3 3 0 4
18 Real Betis 3 1 1 1 3 3 0 4
19 FK Borac 3 1 1 1 2 3 -1 4
20 NK Celje 3 1 0 2 7 6 1 3
21 Omonia Nicosia 3 1 0 2 4 3 1 3
22 Molde 3 1 0 2 4 5 -1 3
23 FK TSC 3 1 0 2 4 5 -1 3
24 The New Saints 3 1 0 2 3 4 -1 _3
25 Astana 3 1 0 2 1 3 -2 3
26 HJK Helsinki 3 1 0 2 1 5 -4 3
27 St.Gallen 3 1 0 2 6 11 -5 3
28 Noah 3 1 0 2 2 9 -7 3
29 FC Copenhagen 3 0 2 1 4 5 -1 2
30 LASK 3 0 2 1 2 4 -2 2
31 Panathinaikos 3 0 1 2 3 7 -4 1
32 Istanbul Basaksehir 3 0 1 2 4 9 -5 1
33 Mladá Boleslav 3 0 0 3 1 5 -4 0
34 Dinamo-Minsk 3 0 0 3 1 7 -6 0
35 Larne 3 0 0 3 2 9 -7 0
36 Petrocub 3 0 0 3 1 9 -8 0

STAT CHECK
TACKLES

Chelsea (Eng) 16 Olimpija (Svn) 46
Legia Warszawa (Pol) 7 Larne (Nir) 44
Celje (Svn) 7 Hearts (Sco) 38
Cercle Brugge [Bel] 7 Copenhagen (Den) 36
Fiorentina (Ita) 7 Heidenheim [Ger] 36
Shamrock Rovers [Irl] 7 The New Saints (Wal) 35

TOTAL SHOTS SAVES
Fiorentina [Ita] 67 Noah (Arm) 23
Chelsea (Eng) 66 Mlada Boleslav (Cze) 21
Pafos (Cyp) 63 Astana (Kaz) 21
TSC (Srb) 57 The New Saints (Wal) 16
Vitoria SC (Por) 56 Celje [Svn] 15
Real Betis (Esp) 51 St. Gallen [Sui] 15

possession PASSING accuracy
Fiorentina (Ita) 64% Chelsea [Eng] 93%
Chelsea (Eng) 61.7% Panathinaikos (Gre) 88.7%
TSC (Srb) 59% Fiorentina (Ita) 88%
APOEL (Cyp) 56.3% Copenhagen (Den) 88%
Pafos (Cyp) 56.3% Real Betis (Esp) 87.3%



MATCH ACTION

Narrow defeat as Saints Let Lead sLip...
The New Saints fell to a narrow 2-1 
defeat in their UEFA Conference 
League tie against Shamrock Rovers.
Despite taking the lead through Jordan 
Williams in the 14th minute, the home 
side hit back and went into the half-time 
break with the advantage.

Although they had a couple of chances in 
the second period, Craig Harrison's side 
were unable to find an equaliser, leaving 
Dublin empty-handed as a result.

It was Shamrock Rovers who had the 
better of the game in the early stages, 
and it was they who had the first opening 
in the seventh minute.

After receiving the ball just inside the 
penalty area, Aaron McEneff failed to hit 
the target, and Connor Roberts watched 
the effort go harmlessly wide of his 
right post.

Seven minutes later, The Saints had their 
first chance of the game, but a superb 
save from Léon Pöhls denied Declan 
McManus’ headed effort.

From the same passage of play though, 
the deadlock was eventually broken, 
with Craig Harrison's side scoring another 
famous goal.

Ryan Brobbel's cross from the right 
reached Jordan Williams on the edge 
of the six-yard box, and the former

Stockport County man made no mistake, 
as he fired smartly past the goalkeeper 
on the half volley.

But it didn't take long for the home side 
to hit back. In the 23rd minute, Johnny 
Kenny raced into the penalty area after 
a good pass from Neil Farrugia, and the 
home striker sent a powerful effort in off 
the crossbar.

With 29 minutes on the clock, there was 
an opportunity for the visitors to retake 
the lead, but after some good link-up play 
between Josh Daniels and Brobbel down 
the right, McManus' eventual effort was 
comfortable for the goalkeeper.

Seven minutes before the half-time 
break, however, Stephen Bradley's side 
turned the tie around, as Dylan Watts 
slid in at the back post to divert Darragh 
Burns' cross from the right into the back 
of the net.

Less than a minute into the second-half, 
Joshua Honohan fired wide from outside 
the penalty area, as the side from Dublin 
looked to press home their advantage.

Wales C international, Roberts, was 
kept busy as the game progressed, first 
denying Markus Poom with 51 minutes 
on the clock, before he showed good 
hands to gather a cross from Farrugia six 
minutes later.

In the 62nd minute, Watts had a golden 

opportunity to put the game to bed, but 
after creating space inside the penalty 
area with a terrific piece of skill, he failed 
to keep his effort down after going one- 
on-one with the goalkeeper.

Down the other end, there was a chance 
for Leo Smith to get his side back into the 
game in the 68th minute, but his effort 
from outside the penalty area went wide 
of the target.

Harrison's side continued to knock on the 
door, and the introductions of both Ben 
Clark and Adam Wilson added another 
dimension to their attacking threat.

Shamrock Rovers defended astutely 
in the final 20 minutes, however, and 
held on to secure all three points at 
Tallaght Stadium.

The defeat leaves The New Saints in 
24th position in the UEFA Conference 
League table, and means they'll likely 
need to pick up at least three more points 
from their remaining three league 
phase matches.

TNS: Roberts, Redmond, Bodenham, 
Davies, Daniels, D. Williams, Smith, 
Holden [Clark 75], Brobbel, McManus, J. 
Williams (Wilson 83).

Unused Subs: Edwards, Pask, Cieslewicz, 
McGahey, Bradley, Baker, Canavan, 
Woollam, Doforo, Jones.
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On target...
Our last UEFA Conference League, League Phase outing saw us 

head to Ireland earlier this month to take on Shamrock Rovers.

In front of a large and passionate crowd at Tallaght Stadium, we made 
a bright start which was rewarded with an opening goal from Jordan 
Williams on the quarter-hour mark.

The lead lasted ten minutes before our hosts levelled matters and then 
went ahead as half-time approached.

We remained in the game throughout the second period, but try as we 
might, we just couldn't find an equaliser.

Despite returning home with no points to show for our efforts, there were 
plenty of positives to come from our latest European adventure across 
the Irish Sea.

"We made a dream start," recalled goalscorer, Jordan Williams. "Before 
taking the lead we'd had a couple of decent chances and also got a few 
inviting crosses into the box.

"It was a very special moment for me to get a goal at this stage of the 
competition. I worked hard to get into the box and when the ball dropped 
for me, I just made sure that I hit the target and it was great to see it 

go in.

"Unfortunately we were only able to hold on to the lead for ten minutes 
and then went behind late in the first half.

"At that stage it was about remaining positive and ensuring that we 
stayed in the game.

"We had a few moments in the second half but we just couldn't get 
the equaliser. It's always disappointing to lose, but we came home with 

plenty of positives.

"As a player, these are the type of occasions that you want to be involved 
in. We're looking forward to getting back out there this evening; it's going 
to be another special atmosphere under the lights and having won our 
last game here, it's a chance to make some more history.

"As a group we're proud to be on this journey with the club and well be 
going out there and giving it everything we've got once more."

IT WAS A VERY SPECIAL MOMENT FOR 
ME TO GET A GOAL AT THIS STAGE OF 
THE COMPETITION. I WORKED HARD TO 
GET INTO THE BOX AND WHEN THE BALL 
DROPPED FOR ME, I JUST MADE SURE THAT 
I HIT THE TARGET AND IT WAS GREAT TO 
SEE IT GO IN..."



We have entered into an agreement with our friends 
at Shrewsbury Town FC to use their New Meadow 
home for our League Phase matches in the 2024/25 

UEFA Conference League, with the support of UEFA, 
the FAW and The FA.

TNS are the first-ever JD Cymru Premier side to feature in 
the League Phase of a European competition and having 
welcomed Astana (Kazakhstan) last month, we look 
forward to hosting Djurgården [Sweden] this evening and 
Panathinaikos (Greece) next month.

Although UEFA Conference League rules stipulate that 
clubs must play their home fixtures in a stadium within the 
association in which it represents, The New Saints have 
been granted dispensation from UEFA to hold the matches 
outside of Wales due to no suitable category four stadium 
being available to host all three matches.

"We'd like to thank Shrewsbury Town for allowing us to 
host these historic matches at The New Meadow," said 
The New Saints Chairman Mike Harris. "We are hopeful the 
community will come out in full force to support The New 
Saints as we face some of the continent's biggest clubs.

"Being so close to our Park Hall home will mean that 
supporters from Oswestry, Mid Wales, and North Wales can 
travel to cheer on the team."

Liam Dooley, Shrewsbury Town Chief Executive, added: 
"We are delighted to welcome The New Saints to The New 
Meadow. A lot of work has been completed behind the 
scenes on this by both clubs working together and we are 
really happy to get this over the line.

"It gives us the chance to showcase our stadium around 
Europe, as well as providing additional revenue for the club, 
and supporting TNS on their journey."

Home to Shrewsbury Town since the start of the 2007/08 
season, the New Meadow was the realisation of a 
long-term ambition to relocate the club by chairman 
Roland Wycherley MBE.

The club’s previous home, the picturesque Gay Meadow on 
the banks of the River Severn, was struggling to cope with 
the modern-day requirements of housing a Football League 
club, understandably so after 97 years.

And so, come the summer of 2007, Shrewsbury were on the 
move to the southern outskirts of the county town to begin 
an exciting new chapter in the club’s history.

With an all-seated capacity of 9,875, the biggest of 
the stands is the West Stand, behind which the main 
Manchester to Cardiff railway line runs, which boasts 
3,317 seats.



TICKET NEWS...
HOME UEFA 
CONFERENCE LEAGUE 
GROUP TICKETS
Tickets for our remaining home UEFA Conference 
League, League Phase game against Greek giants, 
Panathinaikos FC, on December 12th are now 
on sale.
This game will take place at the New Meadow, 
home of Shrewsbury Town FC.
Tickets can be purchased via our ticketing provider 
Fanbase and are expected to be in high demand.

Chairman Mike Harris said: "We encourage all fans 
across Oswestry and beyond to make the quick 
trip over to the New Meadow to get behind the 
team and enjoy our historic run in the competition.

Opposite is the Roland Wycherley MBE Stand, named 
after the chairman, with 2,741 seats. It is also home to 
the Sovereign Club where members enjoy pre-match and 
post-match hospitality in impressive surroundings, while 
eight executive boxes can also help make the matchday 
experience even more special.

The home end is the Salop Leisure Stand with 1,955 seats 
and away fans are housed in the North Stand with 1,796 
available seats. The control room is also at this end of the 
ground along with the scoreboard.

The first match to be played at the stadium on Oteley Road 
was a friendly in July 2007, with Shrewsbury beating an 
A-Line All Stars XI featuring the likes of Gianfraco Zola and 

Gustavo Poyet 4-0.

Dave Hibbert opened the scoring in that game and also 
had the honour of scoring the first competitive goal at the 
stadium, a penalty that sealed a 1-0 win over Bradford City in 

League Two in August 2007.

The record crowd to watch a league match at the 
Montgomery Waters Meadow is 9,510 against Wolves in 
September 2013. The highest crowd for a cup match came 
against Chelsea in October 2014 when 10,210 fans crammed 
into the stadium.

"Whether you're a long-term fan or are looking 
to watch us for the first time, we’re so pleased to
be able to put Welsh 
football front and centre 
on the European stage 
and want to experience 
these incredible nights 
with as many fans 
as possible."

To secure your tickets 
for our upcoming UEFA 
Conference League 
fixture, visit: app. 
fanbaseclub.com/Fan/ 
Fixtures?clubld=302 
or scan the QR Code.

SCAN THE QR 
FOR YOUR UEFA 

CONFERENCE 
LEAGUE HOME 

TICKETS

____
But the biggest crowd to attend an event at the stadium 
was more than 15,000 for a concert held by Sir Elton John 
in June 2011.

The New Meadow has also proved a popular venue with 
the Football Association with Shrewsbury staging three 
internationals for the senior women's side plus an England 
under-20 and under-19 international for the men's teams.

The move to a new stadium has helped raise Shrewsbury 
Town's profile and has been a catalyst for a host of exciting 
new signings to join the club, the impressive facilities on 
offer acting as a major draw card.

Off the field, the stadium continues to help generate 
valuable income streams with the New Meadow now 
renowned as one of the top hospitality venues in Shropshire. 

Its banqueting and conference facilities ensure the stadium 
is often a hive of activity, even on non-matchdays.

fanbaseclub.com/Fan/


Saints create more history at 
The New Meadow...
The New Saints made more
UEFA Conference League history, 
as they defeated Astana 2-0 at 
The New Meadow.

A first-half Rory Holden header, and 
a penalty for Declan McManus in the 
second, helped the JD Cymru Premier 
champions secure another famous 
result.

It was the away side who went close 
to breaking the deadlock with just 
five minutes on the clock, courtesy of 
Ramazan Karimov.

Receiving the ball of the edge of the 
penalty area, the Astana number 81 
watched a driven effort come back out 
off the left post, before the danger was 
scrambled clear.

Two minutes later, Connor Roberts was 
called into action for the first time, as he 
pulled off a smart save to deny Stanislav 
Basmanov.

Down the other end, Declan McManus 
could've given The New Saints the lead in 
the ninth minute, but visiting goalkeeper, 
Aleksandr Zarutskiy, denied the Scottish 
striker from close range.

In the 20th minute, McManus had another 
good opportunity to find the opening 

goal, but after connecting with Jordan 
Williams’ cross on the edge of the six- 
yard box, failed to beat the goalkeeper.

After a brief lull in the action, the visitors 
had another opening with 32 minutes on 
the clock, as striker, Karimov, headed 
over from the centre of the penalty area.

The first goal of the game arrived five 
minutes before the half-time break, 
however, and it was a historic one, 
as The New Saints scored it.

After a fast counter-attack, Rory Holden 
connected with Jordan Williams' cross 
from the left and powered a header past 
Zarutskiy from the edge of the 
six-yard box.

Craig Harrison's side started the second- 
half strongly too, and in the 49th minute, 
Josh Daniels sent an effort over the 
crossbar from just inside the 
penalty area.

Three minutes later, Zarutskiy came 
to his side's rescue, as he pulled off a 
superb double save, first to deny Dan 
Williams, and then Declan McManus.

Astana continued to fashion chances 
themselves, and in the 55th minute, 
Nnamdi Ahanonu drilled narrowly wide 
from just outside the penalty area.

Moments later, Elkhan Astanov fired over 
from distance, before Roberts pulled 
off a vital stop to tip another effort from 
Ahanonu onto the right post.

Another important save was made by 
the Wales C international with 66 minutes 
played, as he prevented an in-swinging 
cross from sneaking into the bottom 
corner

Thirteen minutes from time though, The 
Saints made certain of a historic win, as 
McManus dispatched a penalty to make 
the score 2-0 following a handball inside 
the area.

The victory was the first by a Welsh 
domestic side in a UEFA competition 
proper, and ensured The New Saints 
climbed to 19th in the UEFA Conference 
League table (one of the qualification 
positions] as a result.

TNS: Roberts, Redmond, Bodenham, 
Davies, Daniels, D. Williams, Smith, 
Holden [Clark 71), Brobbel (Wilson 71], 
McManus (Canavan 90+5], J. Williams 
(Cieslewicz 88)

Unused Subs: Edwards, Pask, Hudson, 
McGahey, Bradley, Baker, Woollam, Doforo.
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A surreal 
experience...

History was made in our last game here at The New Meadow as not 
only did we play our first-ever home game at this League Phase of 
the competition, but also recorded our first victory courtesy of a 
deserved 2-0 triumph over Astana.

Rory Holden set us on our way with a goal five minutes from the interval 
before Declan McManus stayed cool to convert from the penalty spot 
with just over ten minutes left on the clock to make the points safe.

It earned us our first three points on what was a proud night for everyone 
involved with the club.

"I can best sum it up as a surreal experience," said Holden. "These are 
the moments that you want to experience in football.

"The boys were absolutely amazing; we had worked so hard over the 
previous five months, all leading to this moment.

"To score the first goal is something that I will be proud of for the rest of 
my career. I wasn’t really thinking about it at the time, but now I've had 
time to reflect, I realise what a special moment it was.

"It’s amazing for the club, obviously, but also great for the League and 
Welsh football.

"The first half-an-hour or so we didn’t actually play all that well. We got 
the goal just before the break and it settled us down and gave us a bit of 
confidence to take into the second half.

"Our opponents were pushing us at 1-0, but then to get the second goal 
allowed us to relax a bit more and see the game out.

"Defensively we were outstanding and it gave us a platform to build upon. 
Everyone played their part, those on the pitch and those on the bench. 
We’ve got such good competition here that anyone could have stepped in 
and done a job.

"We all know that everyone has a role to play and it’s a team effort.

"It's a case of taking each game as it comes and try to get as many 
points on the board as possible. We're looking forward to tonight's game, 
which will be another tough one, and we need the fans right behind us 
again, which I am sure they will be."

TO SCORE THE FIRST GOAL IS SOMETHING 
THAT I WILL BE PROUD OF FOR THE REST 
OF MY CAREER. I WASN'T REALLY THINKING 
ABOUT IT AT THE TIME, BUT NOW I'VE 
HAD TIME TO REFLECT, I REALISE WHAT A 
SPECIAL MOMENT IT WAS..."
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OUR VISITORS

HONOURS:
SWEDISH CHAMPIONS DJURGARDENWinners: 1912,1915,1917,1920, 
1955,1959,1964,1966, 2002, 
2003,2005,2019
Runners-up: 1912,1962,1967, 
2001,2022

SUPERETTAN (2ND TIER)
Winners: 2000

ETTAN DIVISION 1 (3ND TIER] 
Winners: 1987,1994,1998 
Runners-up: 1997

SWEDISH CUP
Winners: 1990,2002,2004, 
2005,2018
Runners-up: 1951,1975,1989, 
2013,2024

Pld W D L F A GD
European Cup/Champions League 

17 4 5 8 17 30 -13
UEFA Cup/ Europa League 
26 9 7 10 34 39 -5

UEFA Conference League 
24 14 4 6 41 27 14

UEFA Cup Winners Cup
8 1 4 3 10 11 -1

UEFA Intertoto Cup
4 2 0 2 15

OVERALL RECORD
79 30 20 29 117

Formed in 1899 on the island of 
Djurgården, the club's home ground 
is the Tele2 Arena, situated in the 
Johanneshov district of Stockholm.

Now competing in the highest Swedish tier, 
Allsvenskan, the club has won the league 
twelve times and the Svenska Cupen five 
times. The league titles have mainly been 
won during three separate eras. The first 
period was the 1910s, when the team won 
four league titles. The second era occurred in 
the 1950s and 1960s, when Djurgården won 
the league four times.

The new millennium began with the 
club securing the Superettan title, 
which meant promotion back to the top­
flight and at the end of their first season 
back in the Allsvenskan, they finished 
runners-up. That was to pave the way for 
their first Allsvenskan title in 36 years in 
2002, a year in which they also lifted the 
Swedish Cup.

This first half of the 2000s is considered to 
be a golden era for the club as they went on 
to enjoy further titles successes in 2003 and 
2005 as well as two more Cup triumphs in 
2004 and 2005.

In 2006 they could only muster a sixth-place 
berth, but a year later they were challenging 

for top spot again, only to eventually 
finish third.

They were regulars on the European stage 
during this period and one notable result was 
a 2-2 away draw against Juventus.

Things started to take a turn for the worst 
when they survived a relegation play-off in 
2009 before spending the next five years 
stuck in mid-table.

It was a case of selling players to balance 
the books but they finished third in 2017 as 
they began to start making an impact again, 
including qualifying for the second qualifying 
round of the 2018/19 UEFA Europa League for 
the first time in a decade.

After 13 years without any silverware, they 
won the Swedish Cup in 2018 and then the 
following year saw them secure the title for 
the first time in 14 years.

Since then they haven't been able to repeat 
the feat, they were runners-up in 2022, but 
that's the closest they have come.

Managerial changes came in October after a 
turbulent second half of the season, which 
saw them finish fourth

We welcome everyone connected to 
Djurgården before wishing them a safe 
journey back home afterwards.



TELE2
ARENA
CAPACITY: 30,000
A multi-purpose arena with a 
retractable roof, the TELE2 Arena 
plays host to home matches for both 
Djurgårdens IF and Hammarby IF.

The arena has a capacity of 30,000 to 
35,000 spectators for football matches, 
depending on the number of people 
standing, and when configured for 
concerts, it can accommodate 
45,000 people.

HEAD COACH

ROBERTH
BJÖRKNESJÖ

STARTING XI MATCHDAY 3 VS. PANATHANAIKOS (W2-1)
Roberth Björknesjö was appointed 
interim head coach on 21st October 
for the remainder of the season after 
the club decided to part ways with 
the coaching duo of Kim Bergstrand 
and Thomas Lagerlöf after almost 
six years at the club.
The 51-year-old most recently came 
from Division 2 club Viggbyholms 
IK, but before that he mainly worked 
at Brommapojkarna where he 
was head coach from 2010-2013 - 
when he again took over from Kim 
Bergstrand - followed by a more 
spells between 2015-2017 and 
2018-2019.
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The club is the product oF a
merger between Llansantffraid 

and Oswestry Town Football clubs 
and were immortalised on Sky 
TV when presenter JeFF Stelling 
commented: "They'll be dancing 
in the streets oF Total Network 
Solutions tonight!"

About
Oswestry Town
Founded in 1860, making 
them one of the world's 
oldest football clubs, Oswestry Town 
FC were also founder members of the 
Football Association of Wales in 1876 - a 
rare achievement for an English club. In 
their long history, they've competed in 
the Northern Premier League, Cheshire 
League and Cymru Alliance.

Despite several successes including 
reaching the FA Cup first round and 
winning the Cheshire League, the club 
went into financial decline.

In the late 1980s, Oswestry Town were 
forced to sell their Victoria Road ground 
to pay mounting debts and the club 
folded completely.

The re-formed club opted for Welsh 
football and played in the Cymru 
Alliance/Welsh Premier from 1995/96 
to 2003. After being initially refused 
entry to the League of Wales on ground 
criteria, Oswestry moved to the Park 
Hall athletics stadium and considerable 
improvements were carried out to reach 
Welsh Premier standards, although 
the ground was still a long way from 
meeting the modern standards of the 
Welsh Premier.

About
Llansantffraid
From the small Welsh 
village of Llansantffraid, 
and nicknamed the Saints, the 
unassuming team began life playing in 
the Montgomeryshire Amateur League 
in 1959. Here it achieved considerable 
success, winning numerous honours. 
The Montgomeryshire League 
Championship (1969,1970,1971,1983, 
1987] and the Montgomeryshire Cup 
competition six times between 1963 and 
1976. In addition, Llansantffraid were 
Village Cup winners seven times, up to 
the nineties.

In 1989/90 the club was saved from the 
brink of closure, with action which saw 
them climb through the Welsh pyramid 
system into the Mid-Wales League. In 
1990/91 Llansantffraid were promoted to 
the Cymru Alliance, where they finished 
second and missed out on entry into the 
newly-formed League of Wales.

Determined to progress, the club 
raced to the Championship just 12 
months later and 1992/93 season saw 
Llansantffraid finish top and take their 
place in the League of Wales for the 
1993/94 season. They were the first club 
to climb three rungs of the pyramid to 
reach the top division.

Total Network 
Solutions
In the 1997/98 season 
Llansanffraid changed 
their name to Total Network Solutions 
(TNS), following a lucrative sponsorship 
deal with an Oswestry-based 

computer networking specialist 
owned by entrepreneur Mike Harris. 
The partnership was working - in 
1999/2000 the club finally reached the 
pinnacle of Welsh Football when, in an 
exciting finale, TNS beat Barry Town 
to the league title and qualified for the 
European Cup.

More success followed, with 
qualification In European competition 
becoming an annual event, including 
glamour ties with Manchester City 
[2002/03] and Liverpool (2004/05).

In 2003 the club's phenomenal success 
meant the ground at Llansantffraid was 
no longer fit for purpose and there were 
no other suitable sites in the village that 
would sustain a full-time football club. 
The Chairman was forced to look for 
an alternative site to develop the club 
facilities.

The Merger
IOn 7 June 2003, it was announced 
that Oswestry Town was to merge with 
Total Network Solutions, with the aim of 
playing at a new stadium in Oswestry 
from 2005/06. The troubled Oswestry 
Town was saved from bankruptcy by 
Mike Harris, who cleared the debts of 
Oswestry Town, financed the merger 
and made both teams part of his plan 
for Welsh football domination.

Both sides brought something unique to 
the newly formed club. Llansantffraid's 
success in Wales and its reputation for 
playing in European competition and 
Oswestry Town's rich history both in 
England and Wales.

Oswestry's Park Hall ground could be 
redeveloped into a facility was a recipe 
for further success for Chairman Mike 
Harris and his vision for the future of the 
united team. The newly-formed team 
continued to play In both the green of 
Llansantffraid and the blue of Oswestry 
Town and retain both club names on 
the shirt.

A New Name
Following the sale of Total Network 
Solutions to BT in 2006, the club 
changed its name to The New Saints 
FC. The new name captured the spirit 
of both clubs - including Saint Oswald 
and Saint Ffraid. The club's new crest 
featured the Welsh dragon and English 
lion present in the clubs' previous 
badges.

As The New Saints we have been on an 
incredible journey, which continues this 
evening with history being made every 
step of the way.



The New Saints Academy 
recently welcomed Youth 
Empowerment Mentoring (YEM) 

to Park Hall Stadium.

YEM, who specialise in empowering 
and supporting young people, was 
set up by Tristian Griffiths last year 
and Tristian joined us for the whole 
afternoon and evening, delivering 
workshops to our U19s, U14s-16s 
and U10s-13s.

Some of the areas we covered on the 
day were mental health, well-being 
and key life-skills, such as resilience. 
All of the workshops were highly 
interactive and the engagement from 
the lads was great.

"We had the privilege of delivering 
empowerment presentations to The 
New Saints Academy," said Tristian 
Griffiths. "We focused on resilience 
and mental strength, the goal was 
to help the lads start to build the 
mental skills needed both on and 
off the pitch. Sport gives us so many 
chances to link between life and 
the game!

"I have to applaud The New Saints for 
taking such an interest in the mental 
health of their young players. It is a 
very impressive set-up and a really 
great group of coaches."

Academy Operations Manager, Kieran 
Lee-Birch added: "We are constantly 
looking for ways to support, empower 
and develop our lads, both as people 
and players.

"Weekly and daily well-being forms 
are in place to help monitor mood, 
fatigue, sleep and stress. Coaches, 
our medical staff, and other support 
staff check these regularly, and based 
on results we have processes in place 
to support.

"Tristian approached some potentially 
difficult topics and conversations 
superbly, some of our lads have 
already reached out to him so the 
workshops have already been 
successful. He did not only focus on 
empowering and supporting our lads, 
but also gave advice on how they can 
support each other.

"Being a teenage lad is so hard, they 
have a lot going on and different 
things to consider, everyone needs to 
know our staff and their teammates 
are always available to listen and 
support.

"The Lifestyle Management workshop 
was the third of our TNS Life-Skills 
programme. We have already 
delivered Social Media and Nutrition 
workshops, we also have plans to 
deliver workshops on Recovery, and 
Career and Finance amongst others." 

On behalf of us all at The New Saints 
Academy, we would like to thank 
Tristian and YEM for their knowledge, 
advice and support. We look forward 
to working closely with them in the 
future.



TNS WOMEN
International call for Caitlin
Londonderry, Market Drayton and Gibraltar might not 

have too much in common, yet for The New Saints
Women's Caitlin Chapman, they're three pretty 
integral places.

Born in the Northern Irish city, the midfielder now lives in 
the small Shropshire town, but it's the British Oversees 
Territory sitting on the south coast of Spain that might take 
some explaining.

Since joining The New Saints in September 2021, the number 17 
has helped her side avoid relegation on a dramatic final day of 
the season, qualify for the Genero Adran Premier Championship 
Conference for the first time, and also lift their first piece of 
silverware in the Welsh footballing pyramid.

But now, the 21-year-old is set for an entirely different 
challenge altogether.

Recently, Chapman received an unlikely phone call. It was an 
invite to join the Gibraltar senior women's team this week at 
their upcoming training camp in De Lutte, Holland.

As a former Northern Ireland U19 international, the former 
Stoke City winger was initially reluctant to turn her back on her 
homeland, but after a lot of convincing from her parents, she 
decided that the opportunity was simply too good to pass up. 

Despite the Gibraltar Football Association being accepted as 
member of FIFA and UEFA in 2013, it's yet to field a women's 
team in either FIFA Women's Women's World Cup or UEFA 
Women's Championship qualification.

Next year, however, that's set to change, as the senior team will 
enter their inaugural UEFA Women’s Nations League ahead of 
the 2027 Women's World Cup qualifying cycle.

Drawn into group C1, they'll face Moldova, Slovakia and the 
Faroe Islands both home and away, and this week's camp will 
give head coach Scott Wiseman (a former English Football 
League veteran and Gibraltar international himself) the chance 
to shape his squad ahead of those big games to come.

With Chapman clearly part of those plans, she jetted off for the 
Netherlands yesterday, but not before I took the opportunity to 
sit down with her to get her thoughts...

SAM WOOD: Caitlin, congratulations from everyone here at 
The New Saints on your call-up to the senior Gibraltar side. You 
must be really excited to join up with the squad for the first 
time next week.

CAITLIN CHAPMAN: Thank you! Yes, I'm very excited, it's a 
fantastic opportunity and one that i'm really looking forward to. 
I can't wait to meet the team next week!

SW: Most people know you as a Northern Ireland youth 
international and you've represented them at U19 level on a 
couple of occasions. How then are you eligible to play 
for Gibraltar?

CC: That's right, I was born in Londonderry, so I was 
representing Northern Ireland at youth level. I don't think many

people know this, but my mum was actually born in Gibraltar, 
so that's how I qualify.

SW: What was your reaction when you first heard that Gibraltar 
were interested in calling you up for this month's training 
camp? Have you known about it for a while or did it just come 
out of the blue?

CC: I was a bit stunned to be honest and I really didn't know 
what to say. It honestly came really out of the blue. I got the call 
last Friday saying that they wanted me to go on the camp with 
them ahead of their Nations League games which start in 2025.

SW: We've mentioned your previous Northern Ireland 
connections of course, so how different will it be pulling on 
the red shirt of Gibraltar, rather than the green of your 
home country?

CC: It will definitely be strange, but I'm grateful for any 
opportunity to play international football. No matter what shirt 
I put on, I will give it my all and do the best that I can. Ask me 
again in two weeks' time though and I can probably give you a 
better answer

SW: There are two games coming up against opposition from 
Germany and the Netherlands. It's no doubt an exciting time 
for you, so what are you hoping to achieve from your time away 
with the Gibraltar set-up?

CC: I think the main thing that I'll take from my time with 
Gibraltar is the opportunity to improve as a player. Ill be testing 
myself against a really talented group of players in a couple 
of tough games which can only be a good thing. It'll be good 
to meet some new teammates and hopefully make some 
new friends. It would also be amazing if I manage to impress 
enough to earn in place in the Nations League squads for 
next year.

SW: It's been a good season so far for The New Saints, but are 
you happy with how it's been going on a personal level?

CC: I'm happy with how it's gone so far, but you can never 
be too content, as there is always room to improve. I haven't 
scored as many goals or gotten as many assists as I did last 
season, so that's what I’ll be working on in the coming weeks.

SW: We’re almost halfway through the season now. What's 
been your favourite moment so far?

CC: There's been lots of good moments, but I have to say my 
favourite is when we beat Swansea City 5-0 away from home. 
It was the first time we'd picked up any points from a visit to 
Swansea, so to do it in such a convincing manner was 
really enjoyable.

SW: Thank you for taking the time to chat this afternoon Caitlin 
and once again, all the very best for the upcoming games. I'll 
let you get off, as I know you've got a plane to catch!

CC: No problem and thank you for the interview. You know how 
much I love doing them!
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Saints singing in the rain 
following dramatic comeback...
The New Saints completed a superb 
second-half comeback to defeat 
Penybont 3-2 at Park Hall on a wet 
and windy Saturday.

Trailing 2-0 at the break, Craig Harrison's 
side were left with plenty of work to do, 
but goals from Josh Pask and Danny 
Davies in the 50th and 65th minutes 
levelled proceedings. With the game 
heading for a draw, two minutes from 
time, Danny Redmond scored a dramatic 
winner with a curling effort from the edge 
of the penalty area to move his side to 
within a point of the top.
With eight minutes on the clock, The New 
Saints almost broke the deadlock, but 
after connecting with Jordan Williams' 
cross from the left, a point-blank Adam 
Przybek save denied Ash Baker.

In the 17th minute, Craig Harrison's side 
had shouts for a penalty turned down 
following a challenge on Ben Clark by 
Przybek. Despite taking a long look at the 
incident, referee, Bryan Markham-Jones, 
allowed play to continue with a TNS 
corner. Craig Harrison's side continued to 
fashion chances throughout the first-half, 
and with 22 minutes on the clock, Clark 
went close with a curling effort from the 
edge of the penalty area.
Five minutes later, the deadlock was 
broken, although it was the visiting fans 
who were celebrating the goal.

After getting on the end of Nathan Wood's 
searching forward pass, James Crole 
took the ball into his stride inside the 
penalty area, before drilling an effort past 
Connor Roberts at the near post.
Just four minutes later, disaster struck 
for The Saints, as the visitors doubled 
their advantage.
It was Crole the man on target again, 
as he controlled Wood's cross with an 
excellent first touch on the edge of the 
six-yard box, before firing past Roberts.
The hosts could've hit back almost 
immediately with 32 minutes played, but 
Przybek raced out to deny Aramide Oteh 
and preserve his side's advantage.
Going into the half-time break trailing 
by two goals, the JD Cymru Premier 
champions were left with work to do in 
the second, but they made the ideal start. 
A free-kick from Clark on the left of the 
penalty area found the head of Josh Pask 
inside the box, and the former Coventry 
City pulled a goal back by sending a 
flicked header in off the far post.
In the 56th minute, Roberts came to his 
side's rescue, denying Crole with a strong 
right hand, before Wood's follow-up effort 
was blocked by Pask.
The Wales C international needed to be 
alert again in the 63rd minute, as he 
made a key stop low down to his left to

prevent a free-kick from Kane Owen from 
creeping in at the near post.
It proved to be an important save too, as 
just two minutes later, his side were back 
on terms.

Another cross from the left, this time 
from substitute, Ryan Brobbel, reached 
Danny Davies inside the six-yard box, and 
the number 22 turned the ball past the 
goalkeeper and into the back of the net 
with his head.
Both sides threw caution to the wind 
in the closing stages, knowing the 
importance of securing maximum points, 
but with chances few and far between, it 
looked like the points would be shared. 
Two minutes from time though, captain, 
Danny Redmond, scored a dramatic 
winner, sending a curling effort through 
the crowded penalty area and into the far 
corner from just outside the penalty area 
to complete an unlikely turnaround.
The 3-2 victory moves The Saints to 
within a point of Penybont at the top of 
the JD Cymru Premier table, with a game 
in hand over Rhys Griffiths' side.
TNS: Roberts, Pask, Redmond, D. 
Williams, Oteh, McGahey, J. Williams, 
Clark (Cieslewicz 81), Davies, Baker 
(Holden 81), Wilson (Brobbel 60).
Unused Subs: Karolak, Bodenham, 
Smith. Jones.



MARK PITMAN
A courtesy invite to Welsh 
black [and white] sheep
The lines between the Welsh domestic game 

and the Welsh clubs in the English pyramid 
system have become increasingly blurred 
recently with moves from both parties to 
integrate the five clubs playing across the border 
into the Welsh game.

The latest twist in the tale has seen the JD Cymru 
Premier extend an olive branch to Merthyr Town with 
an invitation for the Martyrs to relinquish their place 
in the English non-league landscape in return for a 
place in the domestic top-flight as it enters a new 
and exciting era. Currently top of the table in Tier 
7 and attracting four-figure crowds to a revamped 
Penydarren Park, there are clear benefits to their 
presence in the Welsh game, but the reality is that 
convincing this fan-owned entity into a universal 
agreement will prove difficult.

With Cardiff City, Swansea City, Wrexham and Newport 
County all competing in The Football League and 
Colwyn Bay having made the switch to the Welsh 
domestic game in 2019, Merthyr Town are the outliers 
in the discussion. Based in the heart of South Wales, 
they have a long and proud history and are an 
established part of the English non-league game. They 
continue to benefit from the opportunities offered 
by competing in the FA Cup, while the potential of 
moving up the divisions to eventually join the four 
aforementioned clubs would be lost if the switch to 
Wales was made. To put it simply, if they were to leave 
the English pyramid, it would be almost impossible 
to return.

Cardiff City, Swansea City, Newport County and 
Merthyr Town were all invited into the Nathaniel MG 
Cup as wild card entries this season in a tentative 
test of the water. Now, the four Football League clubs 
have proposed that one of Wales' UEFA Conference 
League places should be awarded to the winners 
of the competition, and that they should become 
a permanent part of it. Of course, there are unique 
circumstances surrounding the situation, with 
Swansea City being the last of these clubs to appear 
in European competition back in 2013/14. They 
represented England as Football League Cup winners. 

There are a number of parties involved in thrashing 
out the practicalities of clubs playing in the English 
pyramid having the opportunity to qualify for Europe 

through the competition of a different association, and 
there will be challenges from various stakeholders 
should the idea continue to be pursued. Potentially, 
the idea will mean that one of our European places 
will be taken away from a club from the domestic 
game, a club that will no doubt need the revenue 
more. Caernarfon Town and their European run this 
season are a great example of what could be taken 
away. The response is that The Football League clubs 
would have a much better chance of progressing 
to the league phase, and beyond, with the solidarity 
payments from their success spreading across the JD 
Cymru Premier.

That is the conundrum. Should football be about 
business and balance sheets or the memories 
generated on the field? While a club like Caernarfon 
Town would certainly enjoy a financial boost from 
a club like Cardiff City reaching the last eight of the 
Conference League, their own European campaign 
would still mean so much more. Clubs in the Welsh 
domestic game have fought to make the national 
league a success since its inception in 1992, despite 
scorn and mockery, but significant investment ahead 
of 2026/27 will take the league into a new and very 
different era. As for Merthyr Town, they are currently 
on a crest of a wave as they target promotion to Tier 6, 
a promotion that would move them just two divisions 
from The Football League. The invitation from the JD 
Cymru Premier will be considered, but like the other 
four clubs, they may prefer to seek a 'have your cake 
and eat it' solution.

Mark Pitman is a freelance football writer who contributes to a wide-range 
of printed and digital publications including the official websites of the FAW 
and UEFA. Follow @markpitmanl for more.



TNS FOUNDATION
OUR CLUB I OUR COMMUNITY I OUR TOWN

BE A PART OF OUR COMMUNITY
The New Saints FC Foundation is the registered 
charitable trust of the Football Club. We work with a 
wide range of partners to try and achieve the greatest 
positive impact in the local community and our 
programme is ongoing.

During 2023/24 we provided almost 560 hours of free 
holiday activities and over 4260 free healthy meals 
for children and young people across Oswestry, 
Whittington, St Martins, Gobowen, Weston Rhyn 
and Ellesmere

We also provided over 240 fun football skills sessions 
for children of all abilities, and over 280 hours of 
activities in our rual youth clubs where otherwise 
there is no or very limited youth provision.

FUN FOOTBALL
We are proud to be part of the FAW McDonalds and 
Weetabix Fun Football programmes. No matter what 
ability, these weekly sessions offer children and 
young people an opportunity to develop their football 
skills in a fun environment - many of our participants 
also play for junior grassroots teams.

Last year we added Teen Saints to the programme 
so that young people could continue to get together 
to play football once at Secondary School. Why 
not contact us to find out more? Sessions are: 
Junior Saints; Mini Saints; Teen Saints; Wildcats (FA); 
Welshpool Huddle

YOUTH ACTIVITY CLUBS
Our rural youth clubs create a supported space for 
young people to socialise. They run each week during 
term time in Gobowen, Weston Rhyn, Ellesmere and 
Whittington as well as in partnership with Shropshire 
Youth Association at their Wednesday night Oswestry 
youth clubs.

We have a weekly programme of activities which 
include FIFA tournaments; bingo; table tennis; 
jewellery making; table games and much more.

ALL-IN SESSIONS
TNS All-In sessions are specifically offered for 
children and teenagers with special educational 
needs [SEND]. Our sessions at The Centre in Oak



Street, Oswestry create a supported and inclusive space 
for children aged 4 and 16. Packed with fun and games, 
they help those who are otherwise frequently excluded to 
become part of the game.

HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES WITH FOOD
We are a core provider of the DfE Shropshire Holiday 
Activities and Food (HAF) programme, and work with 
a number of local partners (including parish and town 
councils and housing associations) to extend this free 
programme over all school holidays for all children and 
young people.

Last year over 4260 places were booked across over 550 
hours of free provision.

The sessions include:

■ A healthy meal supplied by our partners Rodriguez Events

■ Educational sessions on nutrition and how to minimise 
food waste with our partners OsNosh CIC.

SCHOOLS
We provide Teacher PE CPD, PPA cover and out of school 
clubs, covering a wide range of sports, together with 
alternative provision for disengaged children, in many 
local schools.

To find out more about any of the above contact inFo@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk 
or see our social media Facebook @thenewsaintsfcfoundation.

If you're able to make a donation to support our work please visit 
tnsfc.co.uk/foundation, or if we could help your business achieve 

social return on investment [SROI] outcomes please get in touch.

mailto:inFo@tnsfcfoundation.org.uk
tnsfc.co.uk/foundation


ANSWER: Real Betis v FC Copenhagen

ANSWERS
1 Ben Woollam, 2 Sion Bradley, 
3 Josh Daniels, 4 Adam Wilson

THE NEW SAINTS V DJURGÅRDEN
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MEDIA WATCH

SAM 
WOOD
Media & Communications Officer

Good evening and welcome back to 
The New Meadow for tonight's UEFA 
Conference League clash with Djurgården.

It's set to be another exciting evening for The 
New Saints, as they look to follow-up last 
month's historic 2-0 victory against Astana and 
put themselves in a strong position to qualify 
for the next stage of the competition.

There's no denying that tonight's game will 
be a tough test, however, with Roberth 
Björknesjö's side recording an impressive 
2-1 win at home against Panathinaikos in 
their last European outing.

Down the years, The Saints have faced 
opposition from Sweden on three previous 
occasions, but in each of those matches, the 
JD Cymru Premier champions have been on the 
wrong end of the result.

The most recent of those games came last 
season, when Craig Harrison's side fell to a 5-1 
aggregate defeat against defending champions 
at the time, BK Häcken.

With Djurgården coming into tonight's game 
as strong favourites, it'll take an inspired 
performance from The Saints to record another 
famous victory, but as was shown last month 
against both Fiorentina and Astana, the club is 
more than capable of competing at this level.

After an important 3-2 win against Penybont 
in last weekend's top-of-the-table JD Cymru 
Premier clash, confidence within the squad 
will no doubt be high, so there's no reason 
to doubt The Saints' chances of springing 
another surprise.

Whatever the outcome, it's sure to be another 
exciting game, and one that I hope you enjoy 
watching. Enjoy the game!

Sam

DOWN THE YEARS, THE SAINTS 
HAVE FACED OPPOSITION FROM 
SWEDEN ON THREE PREVIOUS 
OCCASIONS, BUT IN EACH 
OF THOSE MATCHES, THE JD 
CYMRU PREMIER CHAMPIONS 
HAVE BEEN ON THE WRONG 
END OF THE RESULT..."



PRESS BOX VIEW

STEWART 
BLOOR
Good evening and welcome to 

Shrewsbury, as the UEFA Conference 
League journey continues for The 
New Saints.

Having played half of the six games so far in 
the league phase, we have three points on the 
board. Going into this evening's fixture, that's 
just enough to keep us in a play-off position.

This will be a tough one though, as we welcome 
Djurgårdens IF Fotboll to the United Kingdom. 
Having said that, there is no such thing as 
an easy game, especially at this level 
of competition.

We experienced that in our last European 
outing, losing 2-1 in Dublin to Shamrock Rovers. 
Although Jordan Williams put us 1-0 up in the 
14th minute, it was the League of Ireland side 
who eventually triumphed and secured the 
three-points.

Back to the JD Cymru Premier though, and 
our 3-2 win at home to Penybont FC last 
Saturday was very important, in the context of 
confidence, ahead of today's encounter.

Coming back from 2-0 down at the break 
was the perfect antidote to the Briton Ferry 
Llansawel defeat a few days earlier. In addition, 
it restored the winning habit. One that we hope 
will continue this evening.

Thank you for your support and enjoy the game. 

Diolch am eich cefnogaeth. Mwynhewch y gem.

Stewart

HAVING PLAYED HALF OF THE 
SIX GAMES SO FAR IN THE 
LEAGUE PHASE, WE HAVE THREE 
POINTS ON THE BOARD. GOING 
INTO THIS EVENING'S FIXTURE, 
THAT'S JUST ENOUGH TO KEEP 
US IN A PLAY-OFF POSITION..."



TNS I EUROPEAN TOUR 2024
Whatever happens, we've certainly enjoyed our 
European adventures this season!

We've clocked up the miles through the UEFA Champions 
League, UEFA Europa League and UEFA Conference League.

Here are some fan images...
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FIXTURES & RESULTS 2024/25
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UPCOMING 
LEAGUE FIXTURES
Tuesday 3rd December 2024
Briton Ferry Llansawel v Newtown
Connah's Quay Nomads v Caernarfon Town 
Penybont v Haverfordwest County

Wednesday 4th December 2024 
Bala Town v The New Saints
Flint Town United v Aberystwyth Town

Friday 6th December 2024
Haverfordwest County v Briton Ferry Llansawel

Saturday 7th December 2024
Aberystwyth Town v Caernarfon Town

Bala Town v Barry Town United
Cardiff Met University v Flint Town United
Penybont v Connah's Quay Nomads
The New Saints v Newtown

Tuesday 10th December 2024
Barry Town United v Cardiff Met University

Sunday 22nd December 2024
The New Saints v Briton Ferry Llansawel

Thursday 26th December 2024
Aberystwyth Town v Bala Town
Barry Town Unitedv Penybont
Caernarfon Town v The New Saints
Cardiff Met University v Briton Ferry Llansawel
Connah's Quay Nomads v Flint Town United
Newtown v Haverfordwest County



UEFA



HEAD COACH
Craig Harrison

Josh Pask 2
Jordan Marshall 3

Matthew Olosunde 4
Jack Bodenham 6

Josh Daniels 7
Ryan Brobbel 8

Declan McManus 9
Danny Redmond 10

Adrian Cieslewicz 11
Blaine Hudson 12

Alex Ramsay 13
Dan Williams 14

Harrison McGahey 16
Jordan Williams 17

Rory Holden 18
Ben Clark 19

Sion Bradley 20
Leo Smith 21

Danny Davies 22
Ash Baker 24

Connor Roberts 25
Jake Canavan 27
Adam Wilson 28

Jack Edwards 30
Ben Woollam 31

HEAD COACH
Roberth Björknesjö

3 Marcus Danielson 
4 Jacob Larsson
5 Miro Tenho
6 Rasmus Schuller
7 Magnus Eriksson
9 Haris Radetinac
11 Deniz Hümmet
13 Daniel Stensson
14 Besard Sabovic
15 Oskar Fallenius
16 Tobias Gulliksen
17 Peter Therkildsen 
18 Adam Ståhl
19 Viktor Bergh
20 Tokmac Nguen
22 Patric Åslund

23 Gustav Wikheim
26 August Priske
27 Keita Kosugi
29 Santeri Haarala
35 Jacob Rinne
40 Max Croon
45 Oscar Jansson

mATCH OFFICIALS
REFEREE

Philip Farrugia (MLT)

ASSISTANT REFEREES
Alan Camilleri (MLT) & Duncan Sultana (MLT)

FOURTH OFFICIAL
Trustin Farrugia Cann (MLT)

VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE
Peter Bankes (ENG)

ASSISTANT VIDEO ASSISTANT REFEREE
Andrew Madley (ENG)


